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- A public Spirit, as expreſs'd in praying for the Peace 
and ſeeking the Good of Feruſalem, recommended to 
Rulers and People. | 
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In the Houſe of Repreſentatives yu ne f. 
1749. 


D Rdered, That Mr. Hardy, Capt Rowell, 
and Mr. Fofter, be directed to give 
the Thanks of the Houſe to the Reverend 
William Bulch, for his Sermon preach'd 


Yeſterday n the General Court, being 


the Anniverſary for the Election of Coun- 
cellors And deſue a * thereof for 
che Rs . 5 
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Wee ene, 


PSAL. exxii. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


Pray for tbe Peace of Feruſalem : they ſhall proſper 
that love thee. xt 


Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity within thy 
Palaces. 


For my Bretbren and Companions Sales, I will now ſay, 
Peace be within thee. 


Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeeł 
2 Good, 4 


IG l g ne Occaſion, and - Part 
F of the Plalm, 1 ſhall immediately apply 


my ſelf to the Conſideration of the 


Subject matter contained in the Verſes 
now read, and take Notice of the fol- 
lowing Things. 


Firſt, The Duty urged, Pray for the Peace of Jeru- 
falem 


Secondly, A Motive to enforce i it, They ſhall proſper 


ghat love thee, 
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Thirdly, An Example of it in David, the undoubted 
Pen-man of the Pſalm, Peace be within thy Walls, . 
| Projperity within' thy Palaces. And a 
+ Laſtly, The Reaſons which brought him to 4 Reſo- 
lution in this Reſpect, For my Brethren and Companions 
Sakes I will now ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe of 

ihe Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſee thy Good. 
Accordingly, I propoſe theſe for the Heads of the 
enſuing Diſcourſe, and ſhall aim at as much Brevity/as 


the Subjot will allow. 


I. We may conſider the Duty urged, Pray for tht 
Peace of Feruſalem. As to which two Things may be 
hinted, Firſt, What we are to underſtand by the Peace 
af Teruſalem ; and Secondly, What it is to pray for it. 


" Firſt, What we are to onderſtand by thePeace of Je- 
ruſalem. Now Peace as it reſpects a People, and ſignifies 
a State of Freedom from War, is ſo great and deſireable 
a Bleſſing, that under that Term all Happineſs is very 
commonly intended. | And Jeruſalem, at the Time 
when this Pſalm was compoſed, was a principal City in 
that Country, to the Inhabitants of which, the Exhorta- 
tion in the Text was Siven; and they had all a very near 
and great Concern in it's Preſervation and Welfare. 
It was the City of their religious Solemaities : The Ark 
and Tabernacle were there, and * thither the Tribes went 
up, the Tribes of the Lord, unto the Teſtimony of 1ſratl, 
to give Thanks unto the Name of the Lord.“ + It was 
alſo the Seat of Empire & OR 1 ; and the Peo- 


— 


U Pacis Nomen generaliter accipitur pro læto et felici ſtatu, 
ut latine dicimus, Proſperitas : Quia ex omnibus Bonis nul- 
lum Pace melius eſt vel optabilius, juxtallud, | 

Pax optima rerum 

155 Homini noviſſe datum eſt, Pax una Triumphis 

Innumeris potior. Mollerus in Locum. | 
7 Ver. 4 4. | 7 
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ple repaired thither, as well for the Adminiſtration of 

uſtice, and Protection in their civil Rights, as for the 
publick Exerciſe of their Religion: For there were ſer 
Thrones of Judgment, the Thrones of the - Houſe of 
David. + So that by the Peace of Jeruſalem, we may 
well enough underſtand both the religious and civil Proſ- 
perity of the whole Kingdom, of which Jeruſalem was 
at that Time the Metropolis. --- And as this was to be 
ſought, and prayed for, by all the People of that King- 
dom; ſo the Members of any ober Community, by a 

arity of Reaſon, ought to ſeek and pray for the ſame 
with reſpe& to the Community whereto they belong. 


Indeed, in the utmoſt Latitude, according to the 
Chriftian Interpretation of ſuch Precepts, the Peace of 
Jeruſalem, as now to be prayed for, is the Virtue and 
Happineſs of all Mankind ; the Good of every Nation 
under Heaven, more eſpecially their Converſion to God, 
and the Prevalence of the Kingdom and Intereft of Fe/as 
Chriſt among Men. Yet this notwithſtanding, theVir- 
tue and Happineſs, or the univerſal Weal and Proſperity 
of the Community to which we belong, may and ought 
to be more particularly cared for, and endeavoured by us. 
And I ſhall accordingly, in the enſuing Diſcourſe, apply 
it to the People, ſome of whoſe moſt important Affairs 
are tranſacting this Day, and with Regard to which, this 
preſent Religious Aſſembly is convened ; and would be 
underſtood to comprehend under that Term, both our 
Religious and Civil Intereſts ;- the Preſervation of our. 
Natural and Charter-Rights ; the flouriſhing of true and 
pure Religion, and of uſeful Knowledge and Learning: 
among us; the due Adminiſtration of Juſtice and Go-_ 
vernment; the Practice of Virtue and Righteouſneſs ; 
and in a Word, all that may tend to make us a happy 
People. And now, 

———— — 


+ Ver. 5. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, To pray for this, is, in the ji Place, humbly 
to aſt it of God, with a becoming Senſe of the Dependance, 
which the Happineſs of a People has upen his 2 
and Favour. 


If the Happineſs of a People had no Dependance upon. 
. the Bleſſing and Favour of the Supreme Being, in what 
other Ways ſoevet /a Man might think himſelf obliged 
to ſeek the Good of his Country, this wou'd not be one, 
viz, by praying for it, We ſhould have noConcern with 
him; for he that cometh to God muſt believe,not only 
that he i is, and that he is diſpoſed from his Goodneſs to 
reward them that ſeek him; but like wiſe that the good 
Things, which he aſks, are in the Power, and depoſited, 
as it were, in the Hands of that Being, to whom he 
makes his Supplication.--- If what is juſtly obſerved of 
the falſe Gods of the Heathen, viz. that they could do 
neither Good nor Evil,“ were true of the great and 
ſupreme Lord of all, there wou'd be no Room, no Foun- 
dation for the Duty of Prayer. But tho? the Idols of the 
Heathen were Vaniiy and à Lye, for they could neither 
ſee nor hear, nor do more or leſs; there is a God in the 
Heavens, who can do, and always has done whatever he 
pleaſes l. His Eyes run to and fro thro'out the whole 
Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them, 
whoſe Heart is perfect towards him'+. And in his 
Hand is Power and Might; and in his Hand it is to 
make great, and to give Strength unto all : All that 
is in the Heav'n and in the Farth is his; and both 
Riches and Honour derive from him' t He isGover- 
nour among the Nations ;* and the Bounds of their Ha- 
bitation, their Times and all their Circumſtances, are under 
his wiſe and ſovereign Determination. He inlarges, or 
en their Borders. He changeth the Times and 


< 


"* Ifai, 47. 23. "2 IO. 5, I Pal. 115.3. + Chron 16. 10. 
5 29. 11, 12. 


Seaſons: 


Seaſons: He, retnoveth Kings and ſetteth up Kings: 
He giveth Wiſdom unto the Wiſe, and Knowledge to 
them that knowUnderſtanding'||. By him Kings reign 
and Princes decree Juſtice*; and by him the Merchant, 
the Huſband man, and even the Mechanick, is inſtructed 
in his particular Art and Myftery : And all the Means 
of getting Wealth, and even the Power of obtaining but 
a bare Subſiſtence muſt come from him . For the Hlea- 
vens cannot give Showers of themſelves, nor the Eartb, . 
without them, yield her Increaſe; and yet out of the 
Earth muſt come forth Food--- Wine that maketh glad 
the Heart of Man, and Oyl to make his Face to ſhine, , 
and Bread which ſtrengthneth Man's Heart f. We abſo- 
lutely depend on God for all theſe Things: In a Word, 
all Nature is in his Hand; the Hinds and Sees obey 
him; and the Ways are innumerable, in which he can 
either bleſs and proſper, or eee and diſtreſs a Feo- 
le.. | 
4 And as ad is preſuppoſed i in the Duty of Srovies for 
the publick Proſperity; ſo it alſo implies, Secondhy, that 
we ſincerely and heartily endeavour it in all other proper 
Ways. That the Happineſs of a People has ſo great 
a Dependance upon God, is a good Reaſon why we 
ſhould pray for it, why we ſhould aſk it of him, with a 
Humihty-becoming fuch a Senſe, and a Zeal & Ferven- 
cy, a Conſtancy; and Importunity, ſuitable to the Nature 
of the Thing, and the great Weight & Concern of what: 
we pray for: And that we are to pray for it, js equally a 
good Reaſon why we ſnould endeavour it in all other pro- 
per Ways ; for to put Men upon this, is one great Thing 
in the very Deſiga and End of ſuch, Prapets. 
is juſily obſetved, that God has given us Laws, 
for our own Sake, for our ow Advantage, and that he 
deſigned, we ſhould be happy eur ſelves, as well as that 
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I # iS iv f : 


— * 


I Dan. 2. 21. f Deut. 8. 18. + Pal.” 104. 14, 15: 
| B | we 


— —_— EY 23 "—=— _ 


ß,... TOE 9 2 Wa 


© - 4 Eli & E R M O N 


ve ſhould honour _— obeying them'. And as it may 
be ſaid of Prayer i 


eneral, that the Defign of it, is 
Hot only the paying of a proper Homage to the ſupreme 
Being, but likewiſe to promote and cheriſh in ourſelves 
every virtuous Sentiment and Diſpoſition; ſo of this Part 
of Prayer in particular, which Reſpects the Safety and 
Proſperity of the Public, tis equally. obvious, that it is 


' wiſely deſigned and eminently calculated to "inſpire us 


with Sentiments of Humanity and Benevolence, to teach 
us to be of a public Spirit, and not to mind every one 
his own, but another's Wealth; and in a Word, to put 


us upon the Practice of every Virtue that tends to the 


Welfare of humane Society, and the Comfort and Hap« 
pineſs of Mankind. For while we expreſs our Defires 
to God for ſuch Things with due Seriouſneſs and Fre- 
quency ; the very Expreſſion of ſuch Defires is a Means 
to improve them in us, and to put us upon promoting 
the Happineſs we pray for. Nor can I think ſuch Pray- 
ers at all effeftual in Heaven, which are not alſo thus 
uſeful on Earth; to promote in us, not only Piety, Ho- 
nour, Submiſſion, Faith and Hope towards God; but 
likewiſe Juſtice & Charity, and 93 Goods 


Will towards Men. 
We ſhould therefore budy our Own Pra yers, ai 


« every one read his Duty in his Petitions? z as A pious 
Biſhop Taylor adviſes. And if we apply our ſelves to 


God in a Way of humble Interceſſion for the publick 
Proſperity and Happineſs, we ſhould not only ſee to it, 


that our Deſires are real and hearty, and that the ex- 


preſſing of them in this Way be a Means of improving 
them in us; but likewiſe that they put us upon uſing 
our beſt Endeavours, in every other Reſpect, to pro- 
mote it, according to the utmoſt of our Ability in our 
e es 
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And having thus briefly conſidered the Duty urged, 
Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem (hinting only a few 
Things with Reſpect to its general Nature, End & Uſe) 
I now proceed aft | 


II. To conſider the Motive annexed in the ſameVerſe, 
to encourage and enforce the Practice of it: They ſhall 
proſper that love thee ; i. e. that love Feruſalem, that 

love their Country, and ſeek its Welfare. --- They thall 
proſper ; ſome read it, ſhall be in Peace. They ſhall 
have Peace, that love it and pray for it; enjoying them- 
ſelves a large and happy Share in that great Bleſſing, 
which they are deſirous of diffuſing among others. 

But the Word is of Extent ſufficient to include in it all 
Happineſs. * They ſhall be in Favour with God and 
Man: They ſhall be happy both in this, and the future 
World.“ | 
More particularly, | ; 

1. They ſhall be in Favour withGod ; ſhall find Grace 
in his Sight, and be in high Eſteem & Acceptance with 
the great Ruler of the Univerſe, Nor can the Good- 

Will towards Men, any more than the Concern for the 
Honour of God, expreſs'd in ſuch Prayers and Endea- 
vours for the publick Good, as are included in this Duty, 
be otherwiſe than highly pleaſing and acceptable in the 
Eyes of that Being, who delights in nothing more than 
the univerſal Happineſs of his Creatures. 

Hence the Apoſtle St. Paul, after having exhorted 
© that Supplications and Prayers and Interceſſions ſhould 
be made for allMen,and particularly for all in Authority“, 
| becauſe of the Dependance that theHappineſs of others, 
has, upon their wiſe, juſt and faithful Adminiſtrations, 
adds, as a Motive to the Duty : For this is good and 
acc*ptable in theSight-of God ourSaviour, who will have 
aliMen to be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge of the 

Truth'+, God, *tis certain, wills the Happineſs of A0 
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his Creatures; and is the greateſt Pattern of Beneficence, 
diffuſing his Benefits thro* the whole Creation: There- 
fore to be full of Goodneſs, and to promote, as much as 
in us lies, the Happineſs of all around us, is to be ike 
him : It is to copy after the divine Pattern, and to re- 
ſemble the Sn and beſt of Beings in an Excellency 
and Perfection, Which he eſteems his peculiar Glory, 
and in the Exerciſe of which he chiefly delights. || ._ 
Hence alſo our bleſſed Saviour, urging his Diſciples 
to the molt free, generous and extenſive Good- Will and 
Kindneſs, makes Uſe of the following Conſideration ; 
And your Reward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the 
Children of the Higheſt; for he is kind unto the Ug- 
thaokful and Evil.” As much as if he had ſaid; They 
would in this reſemble the meſt High, the true Standard ö 
of all Perfection and Happineſs; they would be intitled 
to be look'd upon as his Children; and ſo might hope 
to be treated by him with that peculiar Favour, which 
he bears to his own. 

In a Word, 10 be merciful, as our Father in Heaven i is 
merciful, is, we are told, the Way, and the only Way, 
to Favour and Mercy with him: For © with the Merci- 
ful he will ſhew himſelf merciful? * : But as to ſuch as 
ſhew no Mercy to their Fellow-Creatures, none ſhall be 

ſhewn to them . So that the Treatment we give to 
Others, is made the very Meaſure and Standard of that 
Treatment, which we ourſelves have Leave to expect 
from the great Judge of all; than which nothing could 
ever poſſibly have been a more powerful Inforcement of 
the Duty under Conſideration, or have given us Fe 
We Aflurance of the high Acceptance of it with God. 


3 15 2. They ſhall alſo be in Favour with Man ; ſhall be 
It! accepted in the Sight of By the People, and be in kigh 


— — — — 211 * 


l 9 9. 24. f Luke 6. 35. * Pſal. 18. 5. + James 2.13. 
Eſteem 
| 

| 


4. Elon SERMON. 9 


Eſteem and Reputation for their publicSpirit andUſeful- - 
neſs, Nor is this a Conſideration (tho* the foregoing 
included in it the very Sum and Comprehenſion of all 
Happineſs) unworthy of a Chriſtian to take Notice of, 
and be influenced by : We are therefore not only told 
of theſe and thoſe who behaved wiſely and faithfully in 
theirStations, ſeeking the Wealth of their People and ſpeak- 
ing Peace to all tbeir Seed, that they were accepted of 
the Multitude of their Brethren” ; were eſteemed 
more Honourable ; and had theirBrethren, upon thatAc- 
count, very much at their Command; ; and the like : But 
the /acred/Pritings direftly propoſe ibis to us, as a Thing 
to be aimed at and regarded, after and in 3 
to the Acceptance and Favour of Almighty Cod; and 
: recommend Beneficence andCharity, a pubſic Spirit and 
uſeful Life, as the Way to it. For even Publicans and 
Sinners (our Saviour tells us,) that is, the very worſt of 
Men, have ſo much of natural Ingenuity & Goodnels left 
in them, as will diſpoſe them 2 love tboſe that love thems *, 
And for a Goed Man(lays St. Paul ) i. e. for one whoſe 
Ute is a publicBleſling, & whoſeServices are very extenſive, 
_ © Peradventure ſome would even dare to die. So that 
to ſerve and oblige Mankind, to aim at and promote 
the public Weal, and do this with a Zeal & Conſtancy, 
à Reſolution and Steadineſs, that cannot but become 
Conſpicuous; is the Way, not only to eſcape Injuries 
and Inſults, (* for who is he that will harm you, if ye be 
Followers of that which is Good*||? ) but likewiſe to 
obtain from Mankin@the higheſt Expreſſions of their 
Eſteem and Good-will ; infomuch that ſometimes, for 
web * there ate thoſe, who wou'd even dare to 
die. Again | 
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3. They ſhall have great Satisfaction and Quiet in 
themſelves ; enjoying a happy calm and ſweet Compoſure 
of Mind amidſt whatever that may befall them in this 
World. A Man's faithfully ſerving bis Generation, by 
diſcharging the Duties of his Station,and employing the 
various Gifts and Talents committed to his Truſt, in 
promoting the public Wea), is the likelieft Courſe,that 
any one can take, to engage the Eſteem andFriendſhip 
of the Public to him : But ſhould it fail of this,( as it is 
poſſible it ſometimes may, )yetit willnotfail of anabundant 
Recompenſe in that inward Peace & ſweet Satis faction, 
whichit willbefure to bring into the Mind. They that prove 
their ownWorks,taking Care in the firft Place to approve 
them to God and their own Conſciences, ſhall have this 
Rejoycing in themſelves, even when they miſs of theAp- 
probation of Others * the Teftimony of their Conſciences 


to the Simplicity, godly Sincerity,and ferventZeal, where- 


with they ſerve the Public, and diſcharge the Duties of 
their Poſt, will be a Spring of continual inward Delight 


and Satisfaction to their Souls. 


Nor will it be in the Power of any Thing without, 
to rob them of this inward Peace and Joy: But the 
more Ingratitude and Unkindneſs they meet with Abroad, 
the greater and more ſenſible will be this their Satisfaction 


and Contentment at Home. Solitude and Retirement 


will not be painful: They have no Occaſion to ſhun 
and avoid the Reflections of their own Mind. The Vork 
of Righteouſneſs will be Peace, and the Efe# of Righ- 
teouſneſs, Integrity and a public Spirit, will beQuterne/5 
end Aſſurance forever F This will give a Man Hope to- 
wards Ged, and fill his Spirit with an humble bold- 


2 — in his Applications to that Tbrone, where the Upright 


are never unwelcome Pe titionets; but are 


o 


always received with the greateſt Pleaſure and Appro- 
bation |. | 


3 — w — | * | NE 
1 Gal. 6. 4. + Iai. 32. 17. Pfal: 11. 47. ineluſive, 
2 8 | | | | And 
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And this will ſtand by a Man in the laſt Extremity, 


will make his Bed in his Sickneſs, and eaſe even his dying 


Pains and Agonies; when he can look back upon his 
paſt Conduct, and plead with good King Hezekiab, * Re- 


member, O Lord, I beſeech thee, how I have walked. 


before Thee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, and have 
done that which is Good in thy Sight' f. 


Again, | 
4. and laſtly. They are ſure of an ample Reward in 
the World to come. When they reſt from theirLabours, 


their Works follow them'+. They are bleſs'd with a joy- 


ful Remembrance of all their paſt faithful and willing 
Endeavours to promote the Honour of God, and the 
Good of Mankind : And a glorious, eternal Reward is 
finally beſtowed upon them by ibat God, who never de- 
ſired to be ſerved by any of his Creatures for nought, hut 
has appointed a Day, wherein he will honour them, that 
have honoured him, andabundantlyRecompence whatever 
Services, that any have done for him, or for any upon 
his Account; when to them that by a patient conti- 


nuance in Well-doing, have been ſeeking for Glory and 


Honour and Immortality, he will render eternal Life; 
and they that have been eminently wiſe and faithful to 


improve all Advantages, all the Talents, and Means, and 


Opportunities they have had, in promoting the Virtue 
and Happineſs of Mankind, © ſhall ſhine as theB:1ghtneſs 
of the Firmament, and as the Stars forever and ever *. 
Thus they that love Jeruſalem, and pray for its Peace, 
they that love their Country, and ſeek its Welfare, a 
proſper. They take the wiſeſt and ſureſt Courſe to be 
very happy themſelves, while they make it che Buſineſs- 


and Study of their Lives, in their proper Places, to pro- 
mote the Happineſs of others. They are in highEſteem 


3 


2 Lai. 38. 3. + Rey. 14. 13. Dam 12. 3. 5 


their Mouths, to render the Practice of it yet more eaſy 


my 
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for this divine Quality, with that Being, to whom they 
bear the neareſt Reſemblance herein, and who, as he 1s 
Lord of all, has all Happineſs in his Diſpoſal. --- They 
are alſo moſt likely to be accepted of the Multitude of 


14 


their Brethren, and to have a diſtinguiſhing Influence 


thereby over them, to promote what is good and uſt, 


what is virtuous and praile-worthy,--- And what ever Re- 


turns they may meet with in an ungrateful World, and 
perverſe Generation, they are ſure to have Peace & Quiet, 
to have Joy and Gladneſs in themſelves ; the Peace of 
God keeping their Hearts and Minds thro? JeſusChriſt,? 
and fortifying and arming them againſt theFear of Evil, 
and the Impreſſion that evil Things are apt to make 
upon the Miad.---And tho* when they have ſerved their 
Generation according to the Will ef God, they fall aſleep 
and reſt. from their Labours ; yet even then their Works 
follow them*; and they reap far greater, infinitely 
greater Advantages from their wiſe and faithful and la- 


borious Services for God and his People, than ever they 


have reaped before, in that Life and Immortality which 
is brought to Light by the Goſpel; in that Kingdom of 


uad and of Chriſt, where they ſhine with a Brightneſs in 
Proportion to the Greatneſs and Eminency of their well- 


meant Endeayours here below, to promote the Honour 
of God, 'and the Good of Mankind, ' 


I proceed now, 


III. To conſider the Example of thisDuty ſet by King 
David, the pious and inſpired Writer of this Pſalm ; 
Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity within thy 
Palaces. He had exhorted the People to pray for the 
Peace of Jeruſalem, and laid before them a Motive to 
engage them in the Practice of it; and now at their 
Prince and Leader goes before them in an Example of 
the Duty preſcribed ; putting Words, as it were, into 
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and familiar to them. + . And it juſtly adminiſters this 
Inſtruction, That Princes and Rulers ſhould lead in the 
Example of a publick Spirit, in the Example of a free, 
generous, diſintereſted Concern for the publick Safety 
and Proſperity z and even in the Example of a devout 
Acknowledgment and Adoration of the : ſupreme Be- 
ing, as in whoſe Hands the publick Weal & Happ ne ſs 
is lodged, and on whoſe Bleſſing and Favour it ulti- 
mately depends.” 

It is theDuty of all to ſeek theWelfare & Proſperity of 
the Com munity whereto they belong; but theObligation 
to this Duty is heighten'd and increaſes upon Men in 
Proportian to the Advantages and Opportunities, which 
any enjoy for it. And as Rulers have Power and Au- 
thority, and many Advantages put into their Hands, 
which other Men have not; it is for this End, that they, 
beyond others, might ſerve the Public, and promote. its 
Welfare; particularly by the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 
and the protecting of All in their Rights, by the Sup- 
preſſion of Vice and Immorality, being @ Terror to the 
Evil, and not bearing the Sword in vain ; and by the 
Encouragement of what is virtuous and tending to the 
public Good. He is the Miniſter of God (ſays, the 
Apoſtle ||) to thee for Good*. i. e. The Magiſtrates 
Offiee is appointed of God, and ſet up for this End, to 
promote the public Meal: And for this Reaſon (he tells 
us) Tribute is paid to them, Becauſe as God's Mini- 
ſters they attend continually upon this very Thing), viz. 
The public Service: This is heir Buſineſs ; this is to 
be their great ard almoſt conſtant Employ ; in the Pro- 
ſecution of which, they are to exert themfelves, and the 
Ay and Power, which ey have received, 


— — — e——— 


f David tanquam Rex et Rgagx· oh primus in Vota erum- 
pit, et cæteris quaſi formam Prezcationis preſcribit. 
Moilerus in Locum. 
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Further, It is the Duty of Rulers to pray for the 
_ Happineſs, as well as to ſeek it in other proper 
ays. Prayer to God is one good Expedient towards 
the Safety and Proſperity of a Pcople : And thePraQtice 
of this Duty will be found of great "Uſe to Rulers in par- 
ticular, not only to fortiſy them againſt the Temptation 
and Snares, to which their Office or their Circumſtances of 
Life, may expoſe them; but likewiſe to inſpire them with 
pew and freſh Vigour i in the Diſcharge of all the other 
Duties of their Function. 
After having poured out their Souls before God in 
charitable and fervent Supplications for the Proſperi 
and Happineſs of the People they ſtand related to; 
they will now find themſelves ſtrengthned in their Work; 
more diſpoſed and ready to engage in great & difficult 
Undertakings, and better qualified and prepared to ma- 
nage and go thro' with them; and the Pleaſure of ihe 
Lord will alſo be more likely to proſper in their Hands. 
The more Rulers pray for their People, the better they 
will love them; and the better they love their People, the 
more eaſy & leſs tedious will thoſe Services be, which they 
are obliged to attend upon for them, in the diſcharge of 
the Duties of their Office: & the more likely alſo will they 
be to enjoy much of the Preſence and quickening In- 
fluence of that Being, who is the Fountain of Wiſdom 
and Strength, and has promiſed 1 be with them that ſeeł 
him, to counſel, adviſe, aſſiſt and proſper them; but 
threatens to for/ake and abandon thoſe, that Caſt of bis 
Fear and reſtrain Prayer. 

David ſeems to have been very ſenſible of the Obli- 
gation he was under to ths Duty, and has ſet a noble 
Example of it in the Text (as well as elſewhere) which 
Rulers, no leſs than Subjects, are concerned to follow 
and Rulers the rather, that they alſo _ be Examples 
of it to others, : 
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The Example of Rulers is a great Thing; and in the 
Exerciſe of Devotion as well as Practice of Vertue, will 
go a great Way towards reforming thoſe, who are placed 
under them. Nor do I know of any Thing, in which 
the Example of Rulers, can be of more Importance to 
the People, or better become themſelves, and be mcre 
For their Honour in their high Stations, than in thus 
yielding a due Homage to the great Ruler of the Uni- 
verſe, and ſhewing their Good-Will, at the ſameTime, 
to thoſe below them: Of both which Vertues, they will 
ſet an Example themſelves, if they are careful to follow 
that of the Pſalmiſt in the Text; which is therefore the 


more conſiderable, and the more to be recommended, 


as being at once an Inſtance of the moſt proper Regards 
paid to the ſupreme Being, and of the moſt genereus 


and benevolent Concern expreſs'd for the Happineſs of 
Man. But, | 


Leftly, The Royal Pſalmiſt is not content with meerly | 


ſetting the Example, but to add Weight and Influence 
to it, proceeds in the following Verſes to mention-the 


Reaſons which brought him to a Reſolution: in this Re- 


ſpect; For my Brethren and Companions Sakes, I will 
now ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe of the Houſe of 
be Lord our God, I will ſeek thy Good. Theſe Reaſons 
we are now to conſider ; And God grant, that while we 
are doing it, and forever hereafter, we may find that 
happy Force and Power of Perſwaſion in them, which 
the Pſalmiſt here profeſſes to have done. 

The former is contained in the $th Verſe : For my 
Brethren and Companions Sakes, I will now ſay, Peace be 
within thee. 


_ Kiog David ſeems here to conſider his Subjects as hit 
Brethren & Companions, formed out of the ſame Clay, and 
by the Hands of one Potter: He conſiders himſelf and 
them, as the Children of one common Father in Heaven, 
and as placed by him in a much like State of Trial and 
Conflict here below r. 
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to one another,and train them up for a better State here- 
after) And this moved his Botwels of Compaſſion towards 
them, and filled his generous, benevolent Heart with the 
warmeſt Wiſhes and Deſires for their Welfare and 
Happineſs. 

Nor is this a Conſideration onde of the greateft 
cf Men, or of Princes: They Rule over Beings like 
themſelves in all the eſſential Properties of their Nature, 
nnd placed too in Conditions, which, whatever variety 
may be in them, do yet, in moſt Reſpects, bear a very 
great and near Reſemblance. All Men therefore have 
many Rights in Common, which ſhould be held invio- 
lable; and they ſhould conſider themſelves as formed for 
mutual Benefit and Advantage, to be helpful and not 
miſchievous to one another. 

Eſpecially thoſe of the ſame Community, in whatever 
Places of Diſtinction they may ſtand to one another, 
ſhould al conſider themſelves as making but one Body. 
And as in the natural Body the Eye cannot ſay to the 
Hand, 1 have no need of thee ; nor again the Head to 
the Feet, I have no need of you; but even thoſe Mem- 
bers of the Body which ſeem to be more Feeble, are 
necefſary*; ſo it is here; and there ſhould be no Schiſm 
in ibis Body, but the Members have the ſame Care 
one for another, as in the Body natural, and © whether 
one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it; or 
one Member be honoured, all the Members rejoyce with 
ir. This is a Foundation for mutual Kindneſs and Uſe- 
fulneſs, and ſhould be conſidered as ſuch both by Rulers 
and People: And'ſhould reſtrain the former from all 
undue Uſe of any Power or Prerogative that may be in 
their Hands, from all Tyranicalneſs, and ſuch arbitrary 
Proceedings as are not to the Edification, but Defrution 
of the Body, 

Rulers, and all that are e poſſeſſed of any eminent Ad- 
vantages above their fellow Creatures, would do well to 
conſider, and reaſon with themſelves, as that wiſe and 
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good, as well as great Man does, in the Book of 706, 
Chap. 31. the 13th and ſome following Verſes : If I 
deſpiſe the Cauſe of my Man Servant, or of my Maid 
Servant, when they contend with me: What then ſhall 
J do when God riſeth up? And when he viſiteth what 
ſhall I anſwer ? Did not he that made me in the Womb, 
make him? Did not one faſhion us in the Womb??* 
And the ſame Conſideration ſhould likewiſe reſtrain 
every Man of whatever Degree and in whatever Condi- 
tion, from all injurious Treatment of any of his Fellow- 
Creatures; and ſhou'd put every Man upon all ſuch 
Exprefions of Kindneſs and Good- Will, as fall within 
the Compaſs of his Abilities and Station: For have 
we not all one Father? Hath not one God created usf'? 
And has he not faſhioned us alike in many Reſpects, and 
placed us too in a ſomewhat like Condition; all expoſed 
to innumerable Evils and Miſeries, all nions more 
or leſs in Tribulation ; and all having a mutual Depen- 
dance upon, and ſtanding in mutual need of, one ano- 
thers good Offices ? And are we not moreover com- 
bined and formed into Society for this very End, to be 
mutually helpful and ſerviceable to one another, and by 
mutual Miniſtries andSupplies of Service to promote and 
carry on the common Weal, even the Happineſs of the 
whole ?----- Why then do we deal treacherouſly every 
Men againſt his Brother*, and act as impoliticly in the 
common Wealth, as the Members would a& unnaturally 
in the Body, © ſhould the Eyes (as one expreſſes it 
refuſe to the Hands the Direction of Sight, and the 
Hands in return pull out the Eyes?“ | 
But not to enlarge; The other Reaſon is contained 
in the gthVerſe,in theſe Words, Becauſe of the Houſe of 
theLord our God, I will ſteł thy Good, Here King David 
rofeſſes ſomething more, than he had before particular» 
y expreſſed; viz. that together with his Prayers, he 
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would 
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would uſe his utmoſt Eudeauours for the Good of Ferus 
falem : Iwill ſeek thy Good®; as well knowing that 
Prayers in ſuch a Caſe, without correſpondent * Endea- 
vours in other Reſpects, wou'd be a Sort of Contradic- 
tion, and ſuch a cheap Kind of Service, as could not be 
acceptable to God ; like ſaying * co a Brother or Siſter 
that was naked and deſtitute of daily Food, be you. 
warmed and filled, without giving them thoſe Things 
which are needful to the Body.” + 3A 
But what I would particularly take Notice of in this 
Place, is the Reaſon King David here aſſigns for his thus 
fervently ſeeking the Good of Feruſalem,viz, Becauſe 
of the Houle of the Lord his God was there.“ ThereGod 
was known and worſhipped; there he manifeſted him- 
ſelf to his People, accepted their Devations, and gave 
them a large Return in all the Bleſſings of Goodneſs, 
It may teach us, that the Religion of a People ſhould 
greatly endear them to their Rulers, as well as to one 
another. If a People profeſs the true Religion ; if they 
worſhip the one true God of the Univerſe ; if they bey 
lieve in the Name of his Son Jeſus Chrift ; and love 
one another, in any Meaſure, as God has commanded 1 
this ſhould mightily engage theAﬀections of theirRulers 
to them, and excite their warmeſt Endeavours, as well 
as moſt fervent Prayers, on their behalf. | nl Ls 
And if Rulers thus love their People, as the Servants 


= and Worſhippers of the moſt high God, and as the Diſ- 


ciples and Followers of Jeſus Chriſt ; this will turn their 
charitableEndeayours, to ſerve ſuch a People, into Piety: 
All the Services they do for ſuch a People upon ſuch an 
Account, will be an Offering ts God, a Sacrifice well plea- 
ing and acceptable in bis Sight. T | get 3g 
\ Tar ay The ſame Conlideration ſhould endear a Peo- 
ple 10 one another: For ſo they are not only Brethren in 
the Right of Nature, but likewiſe in a higher and far 
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more excellent Senſe, viz. as the Children of God by a 
- gracious Adoption thro? Chriſt ; they are Members of the 
fame myſtical, as well as political Body; they are Cam- 
panions not only in all the common Infelicities of human 
Life, but in the Kingdom and Patience of Feſus Chriſt. 
They have not only one God, who is the Father orf 
them all, but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm ; they 
are called in one Hope of their Calling' 2, and are 
all travelling the ſame Road to the ſame heavenly Canaan, 
where they expect to be united in the ſtricteſt ' Friend- 
ſhip and Society for ever. | 


The Chriſtian Religion, to be ſure, lays a People un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations to love one another; to 
ſeek every one, not his own, but another's Wealth; 
and to act from a Principle of Benevolence and generous 
Concern for the common Weal, let a Man's Station he 
what it will. Our bleſſed Saviour, the Auibor and N. 
niſber of the Chriſtian Faith, has not only given his, as 
his ſpecial, peculiar Command to all his Diſciples ; but 
has let us know, that we can be his Diſciples upon no 
other Terms.® --- He then that embraces this Religion, 
and is concern'd in any Meaſure to underſtand and live 
up to it, will be careful, not only to avoid inſolentiy 
tranſgre ſſing againſt his Brethren; but, on the other 
Hand, to improve his Power and Influence, and what- 
ever Advantages or Talents he poſſeſſes, in promoting 
their common Welfare. The Apoſtle Jobs tells us plain- 
ly, * weought to lay down our Lives for theBrethren*;f 
and therefore if we refuſe to ſerve them in leſſer Matters, 
within our Power; and much more, if we allow our- 
ſelves to miſ-uſe and ill treat them, it will be a clea: Proof: 
againſt us, that we have not the Love of God in us, or 
the Faith of Chriftians, | 


* 


Rev. 1. 9. + Eph. 4. 4; 556. John 13. 34, 38. 
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It is fo much the Nature and Genius of the Chriſtian 


Religion to teach and infuſe Benevolence and a public 


Spirit, that this muſt be the Effect of it, wherever it is 
underſtandiagly and cordially received: and therefore 
it may well be imputed to the Miſtakes and Prejudices 
that ſome have taken up, and the ill Conduct that others, 
who have worn the Chriſtian Name, have, as unaccoen- 
tably, gone into, that the Word Cbriſtian does not, even 
at firſt Sight, (as one well obſerves) carry in it all that is 
great and good ; all that is worthy, generous, and 
friendly. 


But to haſten towards a Cloſe, 

Having thus conſidered the ſeveral Parts of the Text, 
the Duty urged, the Motive with which it is inforced, 
the Example of it in David, and the Reaſons which 
brought him to a Reſolution in this Reſpect. All that 


now remains is to apply this Diſcourſe to my preſent 


Audience. 


And in the firſt Place, our honoured. Rulers will ſee 
themſelves concerned in an Exhortation, which ſpeaketh 
on this wiſe, Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. Rulers 
ſhould be Men of Prayer, and Men of a public Spirit; 
devout towards God, and benevolent towards their Fel- 
low-Creatures. Thoſe who are in Places of public Office 


- andTruft, are, of all others, moſt clearly obliged to ſerve 


the Public and ſeek its Welfare. ---- There is no Duty 
written with clearer Evidence, either in the Word of 
God,or in theHeart of Man, than this is ; nor any that has 
greater Examples, or more powerful and engagingCon- 
ſid erations to inforce it. The Relation in which Rulers 
ſtand to Gad, as appointed and inſpected by him, and ac- 
countable to him for their Conduct, clearly beſpeaks ibis 
to be an Obligation they are under, and urges & preſſes 
the Conſideration of it upon them. 20 

God hath ſpoken once, yea twice have IL heard this, 
© that Power belongeth unto God"; or, that the 3 

| whic 
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which be are ordained of God'. + Now nothing is more 
agreable to the Dictates of Truth & Reaſon, than that 
Thoſe who rule from God, ſhould rule for him'; or in 
other Words ; *than that thoſe, who rule by his Power 

and Authority derived to them, ſhould make uſe of that 

Power and Authority only in Subſerviency to thoſe Ends 

for which it is given*. And Rulers will do this, and 
will moſt effectually anſwer theſe Ends, if they are care- 

ful to conform themſelves to the Pattern of the Divine 

Rule and Government: 

600 is the Father of the whole Creation; and,as a 

Father, ſeeks its Welfare: He is good to all, and his 

tender Mercies are over all his Works'. * And, as he 

has appointed Rulers to be Fathers in their reſpective 

Charges and Provinces, it is with a fatherly Affection 

and Tenderneſs that he expects they ſhould treat their 
People: in all Things ſtudying their beſt Good, and 

imploying the whole Weight of that Authority which 
they have received from him in promoting it. 

The Authority, or Power with whichGod has inveſted 
civil Rulers, like that which our bleſſed Saviour conferred: 
upon his Apoſtles, || is certainly for Edification and not 
Deſtruction. The Divine Being, whoſe Servants and 
Miniſters they are, has always the wiſeſt & kindeſt Ends 
in every Inſtitution or Appointment of his: He never did 
any Thing but for the Good of his Creatures; and always 
prefers the Happineſs of the Vbole before that of a Part; 
as may be ſeen thro'out the Creation, where there is ſtill 

in all the Parts, a viſible Sub/erviency to the Good of the 
Whole.---- As therefore out of Kindneſs and Love to 
Mankind,God, the common Father of all Men,is pleaſed 
to raiſe ſome, and place them in Authority over others; 
Rulers ſhould view themſelves in this Light; and conſi- 
der that they are ſet up, not for their own privatelntereſt 
or Advantage, but for the Good of the Community, the 
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Safety and Happineſs of the whole Body Politic. And 
if they are careful thus to anſwer the Ends of their Ad- 
vancement, and faithfully improve the Powers & Talents 
committed to their Truſt, for the Honour of God in the 
Service of that Part of Mankind, where their particular 
Province lies; as this is the Way to be very eaſy and 
happy in themſelves, and to enjoy great Peace & Satis- 
faction in their own Minds; fo likewiſe to be eaſy and 

reſpected in their Places, and to gain and conciliate to 

themſelves the Affections & Good - Will of their People: 
And when they quit the Stage of this World, and appear 
before the great Ruler and Judge of all, they are ſure to 

be received with that bleſſed Euge, Well done thou 
good and faithful Servant; thou haſt been faithful over 
a few Things, I will make thee Ruler over many . 
enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord.“ F 


But Deceney and Cuſtom now demand, that what has 
been diſcourſed, ſhould be more particularly addreſſed to 
His Excellency our Governour in Chief, and to the Ho- 
nourable his Majeſty's Council, and, the Honourable. 


Houſe of Repreſentatives, 


In the firſt Place then, | 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, to accept of an Exhor- 
tation, in few Words, to Smile upon this People, to be 
tender of their Intereſts, and ſeek their Welfare. It has 
Pleaſed God who giveth Wiſdom unto the Wiſe, and 
Knowledge to them that know Underſtanding,” to form 
you, Sir, for great Things, and to place you in the firſt 
Chair of Government over us : Is it not then the juſt 
ExpeRation of Heaven, and may it not be the Expecta- 
tion of this People, that you will improve thoſe great 
Talents, and the Authority & Power, which you have. 
received, in promoting the Happineſs of thoſe,to whom 
God has thus given you? I know, Sir, you will readily 
acknowledge theObligation to this great Duty ; and from 
your own more accuſtomed, as well as more Pang. 
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and comptehenſive Views, ſupply a thouſand Defects in my 
Manner of recommending it. Yet I hope, my welk 
meant Endeavours will be excuſed ; fince nothing but 
the Reverence I bear to Authority, and the Deſire I 
have of being in ſome Meaſure (if it may be the Will of 
God) uſeful in my Day, cou'd ever have embolden'd my 
appearing in this Place. 

Suffer me then, on this Occaſion, to beſeech your 
kindeſt and moſt favourable Regards both to the Religi- 
ous and the Civil Welfare of this People. | 

Religion is a ſacred Thing, and worthy of the Re- 
gards of the higheſt & wiſeſt of Mankind : Nor 1s civil 
Order and Government, or theEſtabliſhment & Practice 
of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs among a People ever to be 
ſeperated therefrom, I 

For, the Religion we plead for, is, not that of a Party, 
but the Religion of the Bible: a Religion of which it 
may be truly ſaid, * that it is the Life of a People; 
including in it every ſocial Virtue ; requiring Submiſſion 
and Obedience to lawful Authority in the People,as well 
as Integrity and a public Spirit in Rulers ; and enjoiding 
Induſtry, Frugality, Temperance, and every Virtue that 
tends to a People's outward Proſperity. 

Your Excellency therefore in promoting ſuch Religion 
as this, (nor do 1 mean to exclude Devotion and Piety 
towards God, or Faith & Love towards the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, but include them) and that uſeful Learning, with= 
out which it can never flouriſh, in your whole Admini- 
ſtration; and particularly by your Endeavours to have 
better regulated, or finally removed, that which has been 
the great Occaſion of moſt of our Unhappineſs in theſe 
Reſpects, for many Years paſt, (I mean our wretched 
Paper- Medium) will do the greateſt and mod eminent 
Service for thisPeople. And we cannot but expreſs our 
Hopes, that as God has improved your Excellency in emi- 
nent Services in Time paſt, He will do ſo ſtill ; and 
make you now in a Time of Peace as ſucceſsful an In- 


ſtrument in reſtoring our Proſperity. in this Reſpect, as He 
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has made you ſucceſsful and proſperous in your great 
Undertakings in the late Time of Var. Fhat it may be 
ſo, our Hearts Deſire, and Prayer toGod for your Excellency, 
is, that you may be favoured with the continualPreſence 
and Bleſſing of the Almighty, to direct and ſucceed you 
in all that Service which he has yet for you to do, in 
your preſent high Station, And may this be thus made 
both eaſy to your ſelf and happy to this People. 


I now turn my ſelf to the Honourable his Majeſty's 
Council, and the Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

Gentlemen, You are our Bone and our Pleſb, and will 
naturally, we promiſe our ſelves, care for our State and 
Welfare. We are your own People, and ourHappinefs 
is, in all Reſpects, your own. Tho” our Fathers in the 
Government, you are our Brethren and Companions too, 
in this Reſpect, that you have a common Intereſt and 
Share with us, not only in the Diſtrefſes, or Proſperity 
of our civil State, but likewiſe in what concerns Relt- 
gion and the Houſe of the Lord our God.--- And will you 
not then pray for our Peace and ſeek our Good ?--- We 
are perſwade d you will; for to this End are you inttuſted, 
both by God and this People, with the various Powers 
that are lodged with you. God has fitted you for public 
Service, by the Beſtowment of all your Gifts & Talents 
upon you; and this People, aceording to their Charter- 
Rights, have call'd you forth to the Exerciſe of thofe 
Gifts and Talents in the Service of the Public : To be 
Faithful then to God and thisPeople, you muſt ſeek their 
Good'; you muſt feek the Good of this People, and 
therein the Honour of God, who has given you to them; 
to watch over their moſt important public Affairs, to 
guard them againft Evils and Dangers, and to promote 
their Happineſs and Proſperity, in the Relations and Ca- 
pacities you ſuſtain. va | 

We are, thro* the kind Hand of divine Providence, 
arrived to another of theſe Anniverſary Solemnities ; and 
as his Mzjefly's Council for the Province, is to be _— 
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this Afternoon, we truſt, you will ſet up the public Vea 
as the great Thing in View, and make it the governing 
Motive of your Proceedings in that moſt important 
Affair. What has been diſcourſed, I would hope, may 
be of ſame Service, to ſtir up your Minds to a Remem- 
brance of what you before knew to be your Duty; vis. 
to give all your Votes with a View to the public Safety 
and Proſperity ; and only for ſuch as you have good 
Reaſon to think, are Men of a like happy and virtuous 
Turn of Mind ; and will in their future Service in the 
Government, act from the ſame generous and public 
Spirit. A public Spirit, to be ſure, is one of the beſt 
Qualifications for any eminent Poſt or Station in theGo- 
vernment; yea, all otherQualifications are nothing with- 
out it, as being conſiderable only as they contribute to the 
exerting cf this great Virtue. For (as one wel! obſerves) 
if a Man is wiſe or valiant, or endued with any other 
eminentGift; this is of noConſideration to otherMen,any 
further than as he employs hisGifts and Talents in promo- 
ting their Welfare: and he that affects a Preheminence 
upon any other Account, ought inſtead of Succeſs and 
Applauſe, to meet with nothing but Contempt and 
Diſappointment. | 

This then is one good Rule to go by in the Election 
of Councellors for the Province : They ſhould be Men of 
a public Spirit, including Piety towards God, as well as 
Integrity and Benevolence with Reſpect to the People they 
are to ſerve: They ſhould be Men that pray for the 


Peace of Zeruſalem,and that ſeek theirCountry's beſt God. 
They muſt be Men, ſays Zetbro to Moſes, +. fearing 


God and hating Covetouſneſi, who are placed in Authority 
over others. And the great God himſelf has ſaid as 


much, he that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling ia 


the Fear of God” t. They ſhould be ſuch as teſtify their 


Regards to the ſupreme Being; having the Fear of God: 
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before their Faces, without which it is impoſſible, that 
any great Truſt ſhould be ever ſafely repoſed in them: 
And they ſhould be Men fo juf to the Public, and hav- 
ing ſuch an Aver/ion to — and all mean and 
baſe Ways of ſerving themſelves, as ever to prefer the 
publick Weal to their own private Intereſt and Advan- 
tage : without which, however able or qualifyed Men 
may be in other Reſpects, it ought i in Reaſon & Juſtice 
to paſs for nothing. 


Tou will then, Gentlemen, we hope, have this in View, 
and act from this Principle. Your Eyes will be upon 
the Faithful of the Land', upon Men of known Integrity 
and Loyalty, and of a known benevolent and l 


This indeed preſuppoſes a ſuitable Capacity, viz. that 
they ſhould be Men knowing in what a People ought to 
do, and particularly acquainted with the Rules of public 
Juſtice, and able to apply them to the Circumſtances of 
their own People; and that they ſhould be Men, who 
have a diſcerning in the Times, and know the fitteſt Sea- 
ſons to promote every valuable Purpoſe; and who will 
not let ſlip any favourable Opportunity to deliver a Peo- 
ple from that which has been long found of moſt perni- 
cious Conſequence to them, and to reſtore that Juſtice, 
Righteouſneſs, Peaceableneſs, Frugality, Induſtry, and 
univerſal Virtue,without which no People can be happy. 


Tis your Buſineſs our honourable Fathers, to look out 
for ſuch Men; and we hope the Province affords a very 
ſufficient Number for his Majeſty's Council You will 
remember that that God, who ſtandeib in theCongregation 
of the Mighty, will overſee your Proceedings, and take 
Notice of the Principles you act from.---To the Influen- 
- ces of his Grace and Fear we commend you; and hope 
that when the Tranſactions of this Day are over, and the 
General Afembly ſhall proceed to Buſineſs ; the ſame 
happy Spirit,and. generous Concern for the public Wea), 
will ſtill prevail, and be Conſpicuous i in all the Affairs 
of the enſuing Tear. 
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I now turn my ſelf to the People in general, including. 
all that hear me this Day: And my Exhortation is ſtill 
the fame ; Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, Let us cul- 
tivate a public, benevolent Spirit; let us promote in our 
ſelves and others, as much as in us lies, a real, hearty, 
deep Concern for the publick Weal and Proſperity. This 
is much wanting in People in general: All ſeek their 
own Things, and not the Things of the Public. * Let 
us fear God, and honour the King: Let us honour alt 
Men, and love the Brotherhood.“ A public Spirit de- 
mands it of us ; * That weſubmit ourſelves to every Or- 
dinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, whether it be unto- 
the King as Supreme, or untoGovernouns, as unto thoſe 
that are ſent by him*---And this, we are told, is the Will 
of God.* And Chriſtian Miniſters are ſtritly obliged to- 
put People in Mind of it T. Let us then, not only pray: 
for our Rulers, that they may have much of the Preſence 
of God with them, to direct and aſſiſt them in all the- 
weighty and arduous Affairs of Government; but ſee to 
it, that under their Adminiſtration we lead à quiet and 
peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſiy. Let us not 
only ſuppreſs in our ſelves and thoſe about us a Spirit of 
Diſcontent and Murmuring ; but be even thankful and 
rejoyce, when any Thing is done by the Government 
tending to the publick Weal ; tho” our own particular 
Intereſt may not be in it, or may be difſerved thereby. In 
a Word, Let us render to all their Dues ; Tribute to- 
whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to- 
whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour; and owe noMamn: 
any Thing, but to love one another; ſince Love is the 
fulfilling of the Law f.“ 

May God then inſpire us all with this benevolent, 
public Spirit; on which our holy Religion lays fuch 
Streſs : And may we ever be ſenſible that without 4. 
the* we underſtood all Myſteries and all Knowledge, 
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